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Kearney Park Board Minutes---Tuesday April 17 2018 meeting 

 

 
On Tuesday April 17, 2018, the Kearney Park Board met for its monthly meeting.  

Jeff Couchman called the meeting to order. Eric then gave the oath of office to 

new member Ali Jorn.  Ali takes the place of Todd Stowe who resigned his 

position.  Members present were Jeff Couchman, Julie Jones, Randy Pogue, 

Connie Crawford, and Ali Jorn.  Staff members present were Ryan Marcotte and 

Eric Marshall.     

Connie Crawford made the motion to accept the minutes from the February 20, 

2018 meeting, as there was no meeting in March.  Randy Pogue seconded the 

motion.  The motion carried 5-0. 

 

 

Old Business—Eric mentioned that the Park Department wrapped up its first ever 

youth basketball league, with basically break even finances.  Last year KHRA did 

not have a youth basketball league, so we implemented it once again.  Even 

though as staff mentioned we combined both girls and boys to form teams, most 

parents were happy with the league.  If parents did not want their child playing 

coed, we refunded their money.  We did purchase basketballs, as they were badly 

needed, and they are stored at both Kearney Elementary and Hawthorne.  Ryan 

mentioned that Amanda Hopkins was our point of contact for getting the gyms 

opened for both practices and games, and this worked out really well.   

 

New Business   Staff reported that sign up has passed for this years youth 

baseball and softball leagues.  Games will be played with the Smithville Parks 

Department as well.  We will have our own t-ball leagues playing games on 

Saturday mornings.  We have leagues for ages up to 12 years old.  Staff 

mentioned this allows more variety of competition amongst the different ages; we 

also will have competitive leagues of girl’s fast pitch.  We have 17 youth 

competitive teams playing Monday and Tuesdays, and then our adult leagues play 

on Wednesday and Friday, with 11 adult league teams.  Our rec league games are 

filled in around all of these schedules, and we have made this work. The parks are 

getting used extensively and will generate income for the Parks Department, 

along with businesses as these teams come from out of town to play.  Staff 

showed various photos and diagram of the new Half Pipe skate park piece, which 

is to be delivered mid to late May.  This is a piece the kids are really going to 

enjoy, and as a park board, staff couldn’t be happier that this was approved by 

you to continually order new pieces each year.  The cost for this piece is around 

$28,000.  We still plan on getting some type of a timer for the skate park, pickle 

ball court for the fall season, so patrons can use the facility after the time change.   

Ryan mentioned that we have placed sand, by harrowing the sand in to the fields 

at Mack Porter Park so to help with field drainage and dry time for games.  We 

will be spraying the various parks for broadleaf, including all soccer fields and 

any location overrun by dandelions.  Ryan and Eric are the only staff that sprays 

the chemical.  The annual budget was approved at the last Board of Aldermen 

meeting, and the annual budget for amphitheater events is $235,000.   
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Ryan mentioned that once again, we will give the Amphitheater and Parks 

presentation at the monthly Chamber of Commerce meeting in May, and will 

have our new ticketing platform up and running, allowing tickets to be scanned 

from patron phones. The complete schedule will also be on line for people to start 

ordering tickets the first week of May pending to glitches.    

   

 

STAFF COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT    
After no further board comments, and there being no further business on the 

agenda, a motion was made by Julie Jones, and seconded by Geri Spencer  to 

adjourn.  
 

Approved: _____________________                       Attest: _________________ 

                  Jeff Couchman Chairperson                           Julie Jones Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 
 


